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SLWV Calendar

Mon., May 11, 7:00 p.m. — Book discussion group: Assault on Reason by Al Gore.
Leader: Margaret Ewing
Location: Pat Jayne’s home, 5220 West 3rd Place.

Tues., May 12, 11:30 — Hunan Restaurant, 702 East Sixth Avenue. SLWV Discus-
sion: The Status of Bonds and City Finance, led by Alice Richardson and Surekha
Sheorey. (Program will start at 12:00; Contact person: Karen Melcher)

Thurs., May 21, 7:00 p.m. — SLWV Board meeting at the Stillwater Public Library,
meeting room 138. All members are welcome to attend. (Contact Person: Gladeen
Allred-Struthers)

Tues., May 26, 11:30 — Perkins Family Restaurant, 101 East Hall of Fame. SLWV
Discussion: Voter Turnout in Local Elections. (Program will start at 12:00; Contact
person: Karen Melcher)

Sat., May 30, 8:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. (Friday night event to be arranged by OKC
League) — Home Town Buffet (Room B) 3900 N.W. 63rd, Oklahoma City, OK.,
LWVOK Convention. Registration due May 25th (for form, see LWVOK Spring
Voter). Cost: $15 plus meals. (Contact Person: Karen Melcher, 377-3602)

Mon., June 8, 7:00 p.m. — Book discussion group: The Guernsey Literary & Po-
tato Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann Shaffer & Annie Barrows.

Leader: Deanna Homer

Location: Judy Clay’s home, 423 South Oak Knoll Court.

Thurs., June 18, 6:30 p.m. — SLWV Old/New Board meeting at Gladeen Allred-
Struthers’ home, 2423 Countryside Drive. All members

are welcome to attend. (Contact Person: Gladeen Allred-

Struthers)
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ANNUAL REPORT
Gladeen Allred
ACTING PRESIDENT, 2008-2009

Stillwater League of Women
Voters had a full agenda during
this event-filled election year. The
SLWV achieved its goal to encour-
age informed citizen participation
in government.

The Voter Service Committee,
competently chaired by Deanna
Homer, was active, hosting a Can-
didates’ forum for State and House
candidates in the fall and a May-
oral Forum in the spring. To in-
crease voter involvement, numer-
ous voter registration opportunities
were held at Lights on Stillwater,
Head Start, Perkins and Hastings.
Assisting Deanna were Karen Mel-
cher, Trish Emig, Dorothy Egbert,
Nelda Sander, Pat Jaynes, Kirsten
Tautfest and Beth Thornton. Rides
to the Polls were offered by Ron
Sander, Thora DuBois, Carol
Fincher and Debbie White. Marlee
Pierce, Kay Murphy and Alice
Richardson lent their talents in
helping Deanna revise the Facts
for Voters.

A variety of informative pro-
grams drew member’s interest.
Program chair Karen Melcher ar-
ranged for programs dealing with
Global Warming, Judicial Selection,
World Hunger, Sunshine Law, Re-
vitalizing Downtown Stillwater,
Oklahoma Women'’s Coalition and
National Popular Vote Compact for
Direct Election of the President.
Dr. Esther Winterfeld presented
the results of her study of Okla-
homa’s Health Care. Her commit-
tee consisted of Kay Murphy,

Joann Murer and Nelda Sander.
Our membership grew. We appre-
ciate Joann Murer’s assistance with
recording member and visitor at-
tendance at meetings. The Elected
Officials Reception was again held
in January, co-sponsored with
Friends of the Library, enabling
citizens to visit informally with
their elected representatives.

Kirsten Tautfest wore several
hats this year, serving as secre-
tary, establishing the local
League’s presence on Facebook,
working on the study for Popular
Vote Compact for Direct Election of
the President, along with Karen
Melcher and Deanna Homer.

Kirsten also chaired the Silent
Auction for Annual Banquet, with
assistance from Dottie Goss. The
Silent Auction raised a large
amount of money in spite of the
stormy evening and cancellation
by the speaker. When Karen told
Trish Emig of the speaker’s cancel-
lation, Trish rose to the occasion
by renting the movie Ironed Jawed
Angels, which tells the story of
early day suffragettes. The movie
was shown during the banquet and
inspired several to say they
planned to rent it to view on their
own. The evening was enjoyable
with delicious food and entertain-
ment, thanks also to the efforts of
Karen, Trish, Kirsten, Kay Murphy,
who provided programs, decora-
tions and publicity, Marsha Coyle
and Alice Richardson, who col-
lected the money.

\_

Alice continued as our treas-
urer, calmly and capably handling
our finances. We are grateful for
her continued services.

Communication is vital is keep-
ing members informed and in-
volved. Kay Murphy maintains our
Web Page and emails us about
League matters, as does Trish
Emig, with the Oklahoma Women's
Coalition. Together they keep us
aware of legislative issues and
calls for action. Trish and Angela
Potts work in the legislative
trenches to educate our legislators
about important issues.

We are fortunate that Marlee
Pierce is willing to continue as our
excellent Voter editor. Carol Stone
conscientiously distributes the
Voter to current and prospective
members.

Our Book Discussion group,
coordinated by Beth Thornton,
draws League members and
friends monthly to meet and dis-
cuss a variety of interesting books.

We want to thank our commit-
tees which helped to prepare for
annual meeting: Bylaws committee
- Dorothy Egbert, chair, Katherine
McCullom, and Pat Jaynes; Budget
Committee, Surehka Sheorey,
chair, Alice Richardson and Leanita
Shelby; Nominating-Joyce Cox,
chair, Nelda Sander, Thora DuBois,
Gerri Nelson and Shirley Weeks.
We appreciate Carol Stone and
Highland Park United Methodist
Church for providing the location
for Annual Meeting.

f/'
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The participants of the SLWV Book
Club have met and selected the
books, leaders, and meeting places
for the coming year. The meetings
are at 7:00 PM. The following is the
planned schedule:

May 11, 2009
Assault on Reason - Al Gore
Leader - Margaret Ewing

Hostess - Pat Jaynes

June 8, 2009

The Guernsey Literary & Potato
Peel Pie Society - Mary Ann Shaffer
& Annie Barrows

Leader - Deanna Homer

Hostess - Judy Clay

July 13, 2009

The Great Gatsby - F. Scott
Ftizgerald

Leader - Trish Emig

Hostess - Carol Stone

August 10, 2009
The Lizard Cage - Karen Connelly
Leader - Karen Melcher

Hostess - Beth Thornton

S

Book Club Plans

September 14, 2009

The Lady and the Panda - Vickie
Corke

Leader - Joyce Cox

Hostess - Deanna Homer

October 12, 2009
Loving Frank - Nancy Horan
Leader - Judy Clay

Hostess - Karen Melcher

November 9, 2009

The Nine: Inside the Secret World
of the Supreme Court - Jeffrey Too-
bin
Leader - Avis Rambo

Hostess - Trish Emig

December 14, 2009

Garlic & Sapphires: The Secret
Life of a Critic in Disguise - Ruth
Reichi
Leader - Carol Stone

Hostess - Brenda Bose

January 11, 2010

The Weather Makers: The History
& Future Impact of Climate Change -

\_

Tim Flannery
Leader - Beth Thornton

Hostess - Gerry Nelson

February 8, 2010
Fatal Remedies - Donna Leon
Leader - Margaret Ewing

Hostess - Joyce Cox

March 2010

The Zookeepers Wife -Diane Ac-
kerman

Leader - Pat Jaynes

Hostess - Margaret Ewing

April 12, 2010

Unaccustomed Earth - Jhumpa
Lahiri

Leader - Syamali Nandi

Hostess - Syamali Nandi

We hope you will join us for any or
all of these gatherings. The fellow-
ship is great and the books are in-
formative, mysterious, fun and al-
ways thought provoking.

—Beth Thornton

-

2009—2010 LW VStillwater Budget

At the Annual Meeting in April, members approved the proposed budget, which
was sent to members in the Annual Meeting Voter Supplement prior to the meet-

ing.
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May 12: City Finance

On May 12, Surekha Sheorey and
Alice Richardson will present the
program which was postponed due
to the January ice storm. We will
review the status of general obliga-
tion bonds being paid from our
property taxes, revenue bonds and
other long term obligations being
paid from our sales taxes. We will
also update the status of projects
which are part of the Transportation
Improvement Fund approved by
voters in September, 2001, and re-
newed in September, 2006. This

N

Upcoming Meetings

information will be especially useful
if/when either the County, City or
School District asks for additional
funding of projects from the above
sources.

— Alice Richardson

May 26: Voter Turnout

Join us at Perkins Restaurant to dis-
cuss voter turnout in local elections.
Come between 11:30 and noon on

\S

Tuesday May 26. League members
will have data on the turnout in re-
cent local elections by precinct and
for the city and school district as a
whole. This can be compared to
turnout for the state-wide races.

We will then want your input as to
why we have such a lack of interest
in local elections and can the League
do anything to increase interest.

— Karen Melcher

Newly Elected LWVStillwater Officers

Gladeen Allred, President
Deanna Homer, Director

Karen Melcher, Director

THREE CHEERS TO ALL!!

Dorothy Egbert, Director
Nelda Sander, Director

Kirsten Tautfest, Director

Kay Murphy, Director
Beaulah Hirschlein, Director

Helen Jordan, Director

We were finally able to schedule the
Mayoral Forum on Thursday, March
26, at 5:30pm in the City Council
Chambers. Candidates Nathan Bates
and Mayor Roger McMillian an-
swered questions from an audience
of 50 or more. Gladeen Allred-

Voter Service

Struthers was the moderator. Trish
Emig and I were timers. Pat Jaynes
and Avis Rambo were screeners and
Nelda Sander, Dorothy Egbert and
Angela Spotts handed out cards and
picked up the questions. Everything
went smoothly. It was televised on

channel 23 and rebroadcast on Sun-
day, April 5, just before the April 7
election. Everyone was so willing to
help and I certainly appreciate eve-
ryone.

—Deanna Homer

N
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LWVStillwater, Aprill4th

meeting was a good program on
health care issues in Oklahoma.
Thanks to all of you who helped.
Esther Winterfeldt began planning it
at Trish Emig’s house last year, I
remember. It involved a lot of re-
search. —Gladeen Allred-Struthers

LWVUS articles are a
good follow-up:

AT-RISK AMERICANS: THE UN-
INSURED AND UNDERINSURED

By Janis McMillen

Data from multiple sources agree
that in 2007, 47 million Americans
(15.6 percent of the total U.S. popu-
lation) lacked any kind of health in-
surance coverage. When these num-
bers are adjusted for age (excluding
those 65 years and older), the unin-
sured percentage of the population
rises to 17.9 percent. Moreover, it is
estimated that 25 million adults un-
der age 65 were underinsured dur-
ing 2007, despite having insurance
all year. In total, 42 percent of all
adults (86.7 million) were either
uninsured or underinsured during
2007.

Putting a face on persons who
were uninsured or underinsured
during 2007 and 2008!

® Age: One of three people under
age 65 were uninsured for some or
all of 2007 and 2008; of the total
uninsured population, 60.1 million
were adults (between 19 and 64
years of age)

e Duration: Among the underin-
sured/uninsured, 74.5 percent were
uninsured for nine or more months
and one-quarter were uninsured the
entire 24 months

Health Care Matters

e Employment status: 80 per-
cent of individuals who were unin-
sured were in working families and
only 16 percent were not in the la-
bor force (due to disabilities, chronic
illness, or serving as family caregiv-
ers)

e Income: Nearly 60 percent
were in families with incomes below
the federal poverty level (FPL:
$21,200/year for a family of four);
52 percent with incomes between
100 to 200 percent of FPL went
without health insurance in
2007/2008

e Racial and Ethnic origin: 55
percent of Hispanics/Latinos, 40.3
percent of African Americans and 34
percent of other racial or ethnic mi-
norities had no health insurance in
2007/2008, compared to 25.8 per-
cent of whites. While racial and eth-
nic minorities are more likely to be
uninsured, whites accounted for
49.8 percent of the uninsured

Age breakdown: The likelihood of
being uninsured declines with age;
49.5 percent of those 19 - 24 years
old, 36.3 percent of those 25 - 44
years old, 32.5 percent of those 45
- 54 years old and 21.2 percent of
those 55 - 64 years old were unin-
sured over this two-year time pe-
riod. The 55- to 64-year-old age
group consumes more health care
on average than younger adults.

For all ethnic and racial groups,
lower-income families and individu-
als were more likely to be uninsured
than lower-income whites. This dis-
parity continues even as incomes
rise in all groups.

There is a marked increase in the
number of adults having difficulty
paying medical bills - the most visi-
ble consequence of the weakening in
insurance coverage. In 2007, 41

\_

percent of adults (72 million people)
reported problems paying medical
bills, faced bill collectors or were in
debt for medical care, up from 34
percent or 58 million in 2005. The
majority had insurance at the time
these bills were incurred? - well in
advance of the economic downturn.

L All statistics above and below are
from http://www.familiesusa.org/
resources/publications/reports/
americans-at-risk-findings.html

°The statistics in this paragraph
are from http://
www.commonwealthfund.org/
Content/Publications/
Testimonies/2009/Feb/Testimony-
Insurance-Design-Matters-
Underinsured-Trends-Health-and-
Financial-Risks.aspx

Janis McMillen (LWVUS Board
member and LWVKS) is chair of
the LWVUS Health Care Education
Task Force.

Produced by the LWVUS
Health Care Education
Task Force, 2009

QUICK FACTS ON HEALTH CARE
COSTS

vV Total health spending in the U.S.
reached $2.1 trillion in 2007 - or
$7,026 per capita.

vV By 2016, total health spending is

projected to rise to $4.2 trillion.

Between 2005 - 2006, total
health spending increased 6.7

\\
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Health Care Matters Continued...

percent, more than double the
rate of the 2.9 percent increase
in overall economic growth.

Total health spending remained
relatively constant at about 16
percent of gross domestic prod-
uct from 2003 - 2006, but is
projected to increase to 19.5
percent by 2017.

Spending for home health care
increased at a faster pace from
2005 - 2006 (9.9 percent) than
any other category of health
spending; however, its impact is
limited because it accounts over-
all for only 2.5 percent of total
health spending.

Yearly prescription drug spend-
ing growth accelerated in 2006
to 8.5 percent from a low of 5.8
percent in 2005, in part because
of full implementation of Medi-
care Part D.

Between 2006 and 2007, premi-

<

ums for health coverage offered
by employers increased 6.1 per-
cent, the fourth straight year of
declines in the rate of premium
growth, from a peak of 13.9 per-
cent in 2003. Even so, this was
more than twice the rate of
growth in the Consumer Price
Index.

Of every dollar spent on health
services in the U.S. in 2006, 46
cents came directly from gov-
ernment sources.

.\/

Costs for program administration
and the net cost of private
health insurance were about 7
percent of total health spending
in the U.S. in 2006 and grew 8.8
percent, a marked increase over
the 3.6 percent rise in 2005.

This list (without the original end-
notes) is from “A Reporter's Toolkit:
Health Care Costs” (an Alliance for
Health Reform Toolkit produced with

\.

support from the Robert Wood John-
son Foundation) and is reproduced
here courtesy of the Alliance for
Health Care. The entire toolkit can
be found at http://
www.allhealth.org/Publications/
Cost of health care/

health care costs toolkit.asp#keyfa
cts.

Janis McMillen (LWVUS Board member
and LWVKS) is chair of the LWVUS
Health Care Education Task Force.

Produced by the LWVUS
Health Care Education
Task Force, 2009

Recycling:

Wait! Before you toss that item in
the waste basket consider this. The
length of time it takes for the follow-
ing items to decompose is:

Paper 2-5 months
Orange Peels 6 months
Milk Cartons 5 years
Plastic Bags 10 to 20 years

Leather Shoes 24 to 40 years
Disposable Diapers 75 years
Tin Cans 100 years

Aluminum Cans 200 to 500 years

Save The Earth

Styrofoam Never

Wouldn't it be better to take a trip
to the recyclable/waste collection
center at 8th and South Perkins Rd
to dispose of those items that are
recyclable? There is no fee for solid
and liquid recyclables, green waste
and tires. There is a small fee of $5
to $15 to leave furniture, electronic
equipment and appliances.

Water:

You might be surprised to learn how

much water is needed to create
some daily goods. A cup of coffee,
for example, needs a great deal
more water than that poured into
the cup. According to a new book,
The World’s Water 2008-2009, by
Peter Gleich, 1182 quarts of water
are needed for the production of
beans for 1 quart of coffee (or 147
quarts per cup). And, 126 quarts go
into making one quart of tea. As
many as 18 cups of water are used
to make 5 cups of bottled water. To
see the full chart of water needed to
produce different items log on to
economist.com/dailychart.

A
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(From the LWVUS) Your Email

|
Address: The Key to Being an out our welcome?
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Here are some basic Email Etiquette tips:

0 Be concise and to the point, avoid long
For example, LWVUS does not sell or trade
member email addresses! We also send one

sentences
0 Answer all questions, and pre-empt further
email each month with our online newsletter questions

0 Use proper spelling, grammar & punctua-

In order to effectively communicate not only ) ' i
the LeaguE-Voice to all members with email

LWVUS also sends occasional
national action alerts to those on our grass-

within the organization, but also with those

outside the League that we want to educate addresses. tion

and involve in our activities — we need to be 0 Make it personal

able to operate with what technology offers 00t lobby list and leaders receive a regularly o Use templates for frequently used re-

timed update once a week. Email is also easily

us! And so, more and more Leagues are con- : i )
deleted if you don’t want to read it. But if you

sponses

veying important information via electronic 0 Do not attach unnecessary files

, . . .
o . n’t receive it — may mi n impor-
means. From local Voters to legislative action don’t receive it — you may miss out on impo:

0 Do not overuse the high priority option
0 Do not write in CAPITALS (it looks like
you’re YELLING)

Do not overuse Reply to All

9 9 ials!
alerts, from Program Planning materials to tant League materials!

Board reports! And why not? It’s quick, inex-
Be sure the League has your email address!

Individual members can add their own email
address to the national database through the

pensive, timely and helps information be eas-

o

ily transferred to others! Use a meaningful subject line

Use active instead of passive language
In order not to be left out of important infor-

“For Members” and then “Update Your Infor- Keep your language gender neutral

mation streams, we are encouraging two )
mation”. Or your League can also update your

things: 1. Members share their email address
with the League and keep it current in the
national database, and 2. Leagues are mindful
and prudent about how much email is sent

~

(0]
national website, www.lwv.org and then go to o
(0]
o

Don't reply to spam
information or add your email address to the

records. Be sure to let your League know you

want to receive electronic information and

give them your email address!

/
LWV i US!

That’s the theme of the 2008-2010
LWVUS Nominating Committee. It
means that the leadership of the
LWV is us - League members just
like you and me who are committed
to insuring the continued success of
our organization. The goals of this
Nominating Committee are to pro-
mote that idea and to build a slate
for 2010-2012 that reflects the val-
ues, concerns, and diversity of
Leagues large and small across the
country.

What can you do to help the Nomi-
nating Committee insure that the
LWV leadership is us? Your most
important contribution will be to act

as our eyes and ears in the leader-
ship search. We can’t personally
recruit everywhere so we're relying
on members like you. Please make
us aware of leaders in your area and
nominate them for positions on the
LWVUS Board or Nominating Com-
mittee. You can even nominate
yourself!

The postmark deadline for nomina-
tions is September 30, 2009. A
hard copy nomination form and an
on-line form will be available on the
website soon. For more information
you can join the Nominating Com-
mittee discussion list on the LWVUS
web site or email us at nominating-

committee@Iwv.org.

We look forward to hearing from
you!

Robbie Davis, Chair
LWVUS Nominating Committee

URL: http://www.lwv.org/Nominate

\\
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LWVOK Convention

LWVOK Convention will be held at  program and the election of officers voting) be adopted, that the

the Home Town Buffet in Oklahoma for the next two years will be the League review our positions on the
City on May 28 starting at 9 am. main business items. Members Justice System, and that we ac-
All members are welcome to come  should be getting copies of these tively work to oppose the Voter ID
and meet other League members items in the mail soon. ballot measure and continue to
from around the state. If you want work on the reintegration of ex-

more information call Karen Mel- ~ 1he LWVOK s asking that all pro- o516 offenders into society.
cher at 405-377-3602. gram items be retained, that a new

study of instant runoff voting (or —Karen Melcher
The proposed budget, proposed sometimes called ranked choice

AU
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